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ERRATA. 


Page I, 

Page S> 
Page 9 , 
Page ir, 
Page r4. 
Page 2.0, 
Page 23 , 


line I. Rcfii " Ivlia|uraJio, the anuent capital of the Chajidels^ lies in tlie State of 
Chattaq?ur, which is situated ” /nr “ Khajuraho, tlic ancient capital of the 
ChaneJels in the State of Chliatarpur, is situated.'' 

line 4. Read south-west for south east-'^ 

line 7^ R^ad "the short epigraph ” for the two sliori epigraphs." 

lines 20-2 X. Read " the river goddess Ganga far his consort^ the goddess Lakshmi." 

line X4, " Ganga "/or " Laksbiii.^' 

line 13. Read " The latter three " /$r " All four." 

line 25, Read " a pilgrim's l ooord /or several pilgrhns' records/^ 
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INTRODUCTION 


KhajubabOj the ancient capital o£ the Chandcls in the State of Situation 
C hhataipur} is situated at the juncticiii of the roads which run from ^ ^^^RoDTEg 
Banda to Sau^or and from Nowgong to Sutna, It is 34 miles to the 
south of Mahoba, 27 milee to the east of Chhatarpur and 25 miles to the 
north of Panna j and is accessible both from Mshoba and Harpalpnr 
Railway stations on the Jhansa-Mamipur branch of the Gr^ I, Railway 
by good metalled roads via Chhatarpur+ The distance from Harpalptix 
as well as from Mahoba to Chhatarpur is the same, viz., 34 miles, while 
from Chhatarpnr it is 27 milee^ Rrom the last-mentioned town the 
road to Khajnjaho coincides with the Nowgong-Sutna road for over 
20 miles, after which there is a branch road f:om the Bamitha Police 
Station, which leads direct to Khajuraho. The distance between 
Bamitha and Khajuraho is only 7 mil ah, 

Between Mahoba and Khajuraho there is an old direct ronten But ! 

for its greater part this route is kachcha and the only IrindH of conveyances 
available are bullock carts and ponies, so that the journey camiot be - 

. iftade in teas than two marches. The Chhatarpur Darbar, however, arc i 

building a pttJcika road, more or less following the hue of this old route, 
and when this road is completed, it will afford the ahortest and most 
convenient way to Khajuraho from the Mahoba eidei : + 

At ^Khajuraho there is a small rest-house, permission to occupy 
’which may.be obtained from the Chhatarpur Darbar* ; 

The origin of the Chandels, whose dynasty endured from the ninth Histoey. 

, to the thirteenth century A. D*, is obscure, but they are said in inscriptions 
to., have belonged to the Chandratceya line. The Jfjonnder of the 
dyaa^y was reputed to have sprung from the great family of Sri - 

Brahmandranauni or Brahma, the father and grandiather of Atri and ' 

Chandra respectively. 
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The Chandelfi trace back their original home to Maniyagarh, one 
of their eight traditional farts on the left bank of the Ken river, on a 
hill overlwking the town of Rajgarh in the CMatarpur State. According 
to tradition they snoceeded a Parthar or Pratihara kingdom which 
its capital at Man Sahaniya between Nowgong and Chhatarpur, and after 
the death of Harahavardhana, the paramount sovereign of Northern 
India, they gradually extended their rule over what is now the modem 
Bunde lkha nd. According to the inscriptioiiB of Kirdvannan and 
Parmal Deva the ancient name of this tract was Jejabhukti' or 
jejakabhukta,- which afterwards developed into the abbreviated fbrm 
Jejahuti or, as it appears in the history of Abu Rihan, Jijhoti. 

From an inscription incised on the pedestal of the colossal statue 
, of .Hanuman at Kl^juraho, dated in the year 316 of the Haraha era 
(equivalant ,to 922 AuB.) it has been inferred that the kingdom of 
Jejakabhuktil;^pas included in the empire of Harsha 'of Kana;uj 
(606-648 A.D.). It is also probable that the Chandels were subordinate 
to the Pratihara rulers of ELanauj from the time of Bhoja in the middle 
of the ninth century A. D. until the end of the reign of Rahila 
(916 A.D.), die fUFth of the Chandel dynasty. 

""■^^^Tfcpigraphic records make reference to a long line of the Chandel 
longs, but the three who played the most important role in the history 
'^JS^hajuraho were S^i^a, Yasovarman and Dhanga,'and it was during 
tlMT reigx^ that the splendour of Khajuraho reached its senith. 

, Harsha, the sixth of the dynasty, was an able ruler aud it was 
during his time that the province of Jejakabhukti asserted its indepen- 
d»ce frcan the kingdom of Kanauj. He rescued Kshitipaladeva of 
Ksjoauj from the h ands of Indra III of the Rashtrakuta family, who 
had invaded his territory. 

- Yaeovannan, otherwise known as Lakshavarman, the seventh 
king, who came to the throne of Jejakabhukti about 930 A.I)., was the 
son of Harshadeva. He was an aggressive monarch and caused the 
weight of his powM to be felt by most of the northern kingdoms between 
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tha HiBaakyHa md tie Narhada. He defeated tie king of Chedi and 
ooaqTiered Kalanjar tliua enlarging ins kingdom and enhancing the 
rising power of his dynasty. 

Tasovannan, whose reign, to judge by the number of his conquests, 
must have been a long one, was succeeded by his son Dhanga, whose 
domimoiLB extended froEo. the dunma to the Warbada and from the 
frontier of Benares (Kasi) to the Betwa river. Dhanga was an ally 
of king Jaipal of the Punjab when he was defeated by Sabuktigin of 
Ghazni, and this defeat nltimately led to the downfall of the Chandek 
butit not until 1010 A.D„ during the reign of Dhanga^s son, Ganda* 
that Jejakabhukti was overrun by the famous Mahmud of Ghazni. 

Dha^ himself lived to be more than a hmidjed. After his death 
the capital of Khajuraho waa abandoned and the Chandel kings 
eeteblished themselves at Mahoba, Ealanjar and Ajaigarh, where they 
could ofier a more ^ectlve resistamje to the Muhammadan invader. 

The Ghandels were staunch adherents of Hinduism, particulmrly Esuoro^i 
of Saiviflm, and their tutelary deity was Maniya Devi, the Sakti or female 
energy of the god ^va, whose worship they established throughout the 
kingdonn^ They were not opposed, however, to other sects and showed 
tolei&nce alike te yaishnaviam and to Jainism which were equally ^ 

prosperous at this rims. Buddhism appears to have disappeared b^re ^ : O 
the Chandels came mto power. At present it is repreaented by a few - ■ 

romaina only, most noteworthy of which is a colossal image of Buddha ■ ^ 

of the ninth century A.D,, which was discovered near the Ghantai temple, ■ . 

’ In beauty of outline and richness of carving the tenapies of ier iSn ^ 

Khajuraho are unsuxpasaed by any kindred group of monumente in 

India. Thdr sculptorea are conventionalised but not without vigour, 

and are remarkable moreover for the great variety of subjects ‘ 

portrayed. An ides of the wealth of imagery to be found on theae 
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.B7S figujee. Like beftter know but less beaulaful tenaplea of 
Bhu^anesvaraj th€^ aio bxult ia the ludo-Aiyaii style^ so called 
because dunog the medical period it flouiiahod througbont Axy^ysxtA 
or Nbrtiien) India. 





: -- 


Eitemally the temples at Ehajuiaho are 00 similar, one to another, 
that the particular fmth to which th^ are consecrated cannot be 
determined without refeafuuoe either to the cult images installed in them 
or to the subsidiary figtiiee oTer their entrancea, which in accordance 
^ common usage depict one or other deity of the sect to which they 
belong. The majority of them consist, aa usual, of a sanctum preceded 
by a narrow ante^hambesr (oneetroi^) and a transept or mahomandapa. 
Three oi four of tham, howewar, have one or two additional halls, ow., 
an^ oir p^rtioo and a mandapa or nave, coTrcBponding 

to the not and i^gaanoindapa of the Odssan templee* '^ .Arountd the 
eanctum, moreoYor, there is an ambulatoiy passage (pradaJtshina^patkct) 
which, like the mshatntmdapa, is Kghted by large oriel windows.""” &e 
roots of the several parts of the temple are of the nsoal pyramidai iype 
and mlng as do in a r^uJar gradation from the low roof of the 
p<Ktioo to the high ipire above the aanotum, they produce an efiect of 
graceful symmetry rarely met with in such edij6,ce8. 

A few of the temples at Ehajuraho are of the Panohayatana” 
type, that is to say, that placed at the cometB of the terrace on which' 
the temple there a» four suhsidi^ shrinee consecrated to the 

subordihate diviidtiefl thus ioakbg ive ehrine& in all. Sometimce, another 
fihime also is erectedm front of the portico to hold an image of the vehicle 
or ooAona of the principal deity. 


MtTwuu. JUl a# temple, erwjpt the CheBwth Jogbi. which is built antirdy 
of granite, and a few other smaller teemples which are partly of eandstone 
and partly of ^anite. are built of a fine ligjiit-ooloured sandatone imported 
from the (juarriee of Parma, on the eaat banh of the Ken rivet. The faring 
Btonei in most oaeee are embedded in lao (Hindi laiA) ehunam concrete 
bring gfflieraUy used in the ooto. Iron damps are also tody employed. 



laTJitJDucnoisr 


at Khajuiaho were already in a state of min SO jeaTa Hm^ay oi 
when Maharaja iVatap Singh, the grandfather of the present mter, 
paired them roughly in btiok and Hme. But for these timely repairs^ 
one and all would probably have fallen by now. The first teal effort 
towards their more thorough preservation was made in 1904 when a 
^st^tic acheme of repair was drawn up by Sir John Marshall, 
Dtiwtor’Oeneml of Arobaeology, with the help of Mr. H. Cousens! 
Superintendent in the Western Circle, The raeasuree then decided upon 
were subsequently carried out under the supervision of Mr. F, Manley, 
an Engineer of the Fanna State, the operations laatiiig from 1904 to 
1910, and involving an eaq>enditure of some Rs, 92,(KM), One 
particularly valuable result of these measures was the removal of the 
ugly and inappropriate modem porches which for yearn had disfigured 
the temples of Devi Jagadambi and Chitragupta. Ten years later 
a further programme of repair, drawn up by Mr. J. A, Page of the 
Archfeological Department, was taken in hand and completed between 
the years 1920 and 1923, the new work being carried out under the ' 

supervision of the writer at a cost of Rs. 4S,000, half of which was 
contributed, as before, by the Government of India. ^ Besides minor ' ; 

works at a number of the temples this programme provided for ;/ 

extensive repairs to the important temples of Duladeo and Chatuxbhuja. 

Finally, a few supplementary meaflures, which proved necessary at some 
of the monuments, particularly at the temple of Chaueath Jogini, ■ 

were added to this second programme and completed at a cost / 

ol Re, 6,000* V 









THE CITY OF KHAJUHAHO. . 

ThAt KJiajnraliQ was once a large city ie attested by the e:Etent of its 
niiT^H wHch cover an area of about eigbt square miles. Ita old name, 
aa given in tlie insoriptionfl, was iSri The bard Chand 

in his Frithivir(j^<t Raisa cails it Khajuraptera or Kha^inpufa. Tt&dition 
asoribea the ori^ of the name to two golden Khajux trees (date palma), 
with which one ^of the city gates waa ornamented, but it was more 
probably due to the afaundaucfe of palm trees in the neighbotirhood. 

The earliest mention of the place ia by Abu Rihan* who accompanied 
Mahmip d of GhaiJDi in fuB campaigpc against Kalau^az in 1022 A.D.j 
and speaks of rt.as the capita of JijhotL .The neit mention ie by 
Ibn Ba^ta, who 'sdsited it about A.D., daring Muhamnu^ Shah 
Tughlaq’s rdgn and caUa it Kajura/' adding that “ th^ h a lake 
about a mde in length and round this lake are temples in which are 
idols. At this place reeidee a tribe of Jo^ with long and matted hair. 
Their colour inclines to yellow, which arbea from their fasti:^^'. Many 
of the Moslems of these parts attend on them and leam magic from 
them." 

, The eadieefc metrtioii of the province of Jejahuti, which oortecpondjed 
with the modem district of Bundelkhand, is by the Cbinsee pilgrim Hiuen 
Thsaog, who was fcravelHng in India between fS29 and 046 A.D. He does 
not mention any chief town but caOs. the country GMh-cM-to. He 
ref era to the fextilify of the country and says that the bulk of the people 
were not Buddhists ; that though there were many dc^ens of monaetedj^ 
there were but a few brethren, while there were twelve temples with a 
thousand Brahmans attached to them. The king himself was a Brahman 
but a 0rm believer in Buddhism. 

The opinion is espneesed by Mr* Vincent Smith that Eran near 
Saugor, and not Khajuraho, may ha vc been the tsapital of Jojakabhukti 
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djoimg Ejuen Thsang^a time aa the difitancea and bearinga given by him 
' T' do ) 50 t accord with the location of the capital at Khaj uraho. But whether 
Khajnraho was the capital or not of the kingdom of Jejakabhukti during 
Hiuen Theang'a time, it was oratamly the capital in the time of Abu 
Rihan and Ibn Batuta^ At present it is only a attiaIT village, situated 
at the south-east comer of the Kbajuraho Sagar or Ninora Tal, which 
ia now half a mile in length by a quarter of a mile in breadth and is 
probably the lake referred to by Ibn Batuta. 

In early days there used to be held at Ehajuiaho a great religious 
fair on the Slvaratri festival, which was attended by thousauds of 
pilgrims from far and near* The fair oontinuee to take place every 
year but though, the temples also retain their religiouE sanctity, the 
gathering of pilgrims is never a very large one. 

About the village and its lake there are some twenty temples, 
the sole survivors of the eighty-five temples said to have once as^ted 
here. This tradition there is no reason to discredit, since it is amply 
supported by the esistence of numerous mins as well as the temples 
referred to. No doubt many of the buildings fell a natural prey to time 
and ; others may have beea destroyed by Sikandar Lodi during 

hia retaieat from Panma and Baghelkhand in 1494^5 A.D* 

The surviving temples may he divided into three groups, namely, 
the western, eastern and southern. It is the western group which the 
visitor to Khajuraho first enoounters, and it is this group, therefore, 
which wifi fbcst be describei As all the temples are in one style, and 
L idl belong to the 10th or iLth oentury A.D,, it will suffioe to 'deeorib© in 
detail tlw principal ones only among them. For the reet, only mioh 
partioidars will be added es are necesaary to their proper understanding. 




WESTERN GROUP OF TEMPLES. 

The weefcem group, of templee ia situated on the west of the 
Bamitha-Rajnagar road and oomprisee seven imposing edifices arranged 
in two rows and dedicated to the Saivite and Vaishnavite cults. 

This temple stands on a low rocky eminence to the soutii-^ea^of the 
Sibsagar lake. As stated above, it is the only temple at Khajuiaho which 
is built entirely of granite and also the only .one. at that place which is 
* odented north-east’ and south-west instead of due north and south. 

' It iS a hyp«Bthral building which stands upon a'massively constructed 
. plattocm con^xnses an oblong courtyard 104 feet long by 60 wide, 

. surrounded by sirty-five oeCs, of wiuch only 35 have survived. . The cell 
^ middle.^ the sou^-west.wall, which faces the Tniiirfng 6>ntzanoe in 
middle of the north-east wall, is larger than tlw ofh«r oe^ and at the 
ode of it is a uatrow opening giving access to the passage which encircles 
the t^ple. The cells are roofed with sd^ spires or atlhonw, the lower 
part of' which'is adorned with tariangular ornaments in imitation of 
<Mtya windows'.The entrances of the oells were once furnished with 
, doable doora of wood as evidenced by the mortioe holes in the granite 
. lintelst Ezchiding the larger oeQ, .the oeDs around the courtyazd nnibbtf 
6i,.corra^^(mcUng to the number of the Yoginis, the fapalA goblins or 
attendants ^ the bloodrdnnldng goddess EaH, after whom the temple is 
ttMh yi No' imagw are now* left in any of the sizty-foiir smaller oeDs. 
Bob that fie t^ple was original^ dedicated to the Yoginis is evidoct from 
three lying in the Imger cell i^erred toT One of them r^resents 
the g(^Qes Mahi^^maidini, kiU^ the buf^ demon (Mahisha). The 
other two images, which appw to l^ve bein brought from two of the 
smaller oeDs, are of the Yoginis Mahesvan and the thr^headed Brahmani. 
On.,the pedestal of the former the name Mahesvan is msoribed. The 
remaining 61 unages must have been removed by the villagers. General 
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penaticfe, Tlte mufilgited feuxiAl^ %ax©fl at tlue bases of tbe jaiabs are 
the liv^ godderi^es Ganges (Ganga) and Jrmma (Yanuma) accompanied 
by tbar respectivie Tebidsa, tbs tacooodile and. the iK>tfcai 0 S. f niBidjs tbe 
^ctnjn, which is a plain square chamher^ stands a marble Ungc^ tbs 
Eymbol of Sivai iho tblrd nuember of the Hin du toiad. Lin^a or pbaQlc 
worahip baa been practised in India, ae in other parts of the world, from 
time irnmemorial, bnt when it came to be id^tibed with Siva ie not 
knowm The earliest Siva Uiigtt known dates from, about the second 
oentory AJ>, 

The outside wall of the aanotnm within the ambulatory passage has 
an elaborately mcfulded pHnfb deooiated with two oontinnoos rows of 
figures. [Hie figures in the lower row—namely, two at each of the 

four ciomere—poitray the ei^t regents or presiding deities of the nardinai 
points (Ihkpalas}. Starting in the east and moving clook-wiee, they 
are in anccsstion :—^Indra (the god of the acnal region), igni (Jire), 
Tama (Death), Yarmua, the god of the ocean, Vayn, the god of 

wind, Kubera, the god of nch^, and Isana, The pillared niohes in the 
middle of the walk are reserved for sbatnea of Brahma, Vlahnn. and Siva 
nndar thdr vanotts forms or inoacnationa, 

[Oie plinth of the temple on the ontaide rises in a ^uoceation of bold, 
deep monldiogs timiliH: to thoee aroond the sanetmm The nine niahee 
at the central points contain figures of Siva and his son Ganeea, the god 
of Lnok and the seven Mother Goddesses (mpCa-maimth), the female 
oounteiparts {8aMi^ of the principal Hindu daitics, Above the plintii 
on the wnJls of the temple, are th3cee broad belts of figores running round 
the eanobum and the transept. These figures represent tibe principal 
Hindu gods aud goddesses, tiie Dikpalas, ^d male and female serpent 
deities^ There are also nmncfons idiefe of aptor^ or nymphs m all sorte 
of indicate posture, as if to tempt the ascetics seated by^thom. Above 
ihese, sgsin, are several tiots of monldiogs which in theh turn are 
snooeeded by further bands oi sculptures and miniature spires (MhAafo) 
repeated again and again up to the summit of the spire. This latter is 

I 




wasTEBif GB<yup os' tbmplbs li 

^ rt. flWnnoimtftd by a ribbed circulaT omamant ctarved in imitation of tLo dtion * i -} 

fi^t ((iWiEaSa) from wbiofe it takes its and above it ifl anotiier and 

amaUer <mal(ika crowned by a yaae-fibaped pinnacle (a^nribighoia 
[■■ vesEtal of nectar). Crowning the oomeir ribs of the great epixe there once 
stood free standing statuee^ none of which have anrviyed. The lai^er 
amalaka IB pierced with vertical holes for the reception of flags. There 
ace several masons* marks on the temple^ inoinding the word da^ftti 
meaning * architrave'j which is cnt on the sofifit of one of the architraves 
of the ambulatory passage. The temple dates from the lOfh oentnry A,.D. 

To the immediate north of the Kandariya temple is a ruined temple 
of Mahadsva or ^va^ whose figure is carved on the middle of the lintel ; 

above the entrance door to Ihe aanotain. The eanetiim itaelf has perisbedj ^ 

but portico on the east side is intact* . , ■ 

V- This temple is situated further north, beyond the Mahadeva temple* Dbvi jAjiAnhaa 
It faces east and is planned like the Eandariya temple, save that the 
pradakshim passage around the sanctum and the tnandctpa are Lacking. 
vPha temple was dedicated to Yinhnu, whose Image may be seen over the - 

enta^ce to the Banctum. Infflde the sanotmn is an elaborate framework / 

of at<n>e/wMoh origmally contained an image of Vishnu. The latter has ' 

:. ^. gon» an unfiniahed but am^t image , of Ins consort, the goddess ; 
^tafcehmi, has been substituted in its place* In ignoianoe of tfe real ^ 
character, however, this image^ haa been painted black and is now ' 
worshipped as Kali or Devi Jagadambi (the mother goddess of the * 
i^v'WOiM) aftei whom i±e teinple is now caUed, ' 7v ^ ^ V 

^^^^ The^teanple is 73'-3' long, excluding the steps, and 42-1* wide * I . 7 
ei:fi(irna0y4 f' The ^ co^e^s ol the platform appear to have been coenpied ^^ ^ 

by subaidkjy ahrines, but aQ of them have perished* The e:Eteflmal \ 

^ decorations oloBcly roeemble those of the Kandariya temple and are > ^ ^ 

sumptuous* Of the Dikpala figures, that o£ Yama on the aoiith ’ ^ v 

' side "of the sanctum is remarkable for its ea^prestion; and the figure 

of Siva, e^t-handed and throe-headed, in the lower mche on the west ’ 7 

facade is W(^rthy of notice* * ' 7 
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peimiice* The mutilated female figiixeQ at tlxe bases of tdio jambs are 
tbe riveo: goddeseea Ganges (Ganga) and Jumna (TTamima) aooompanied 
by tbaur reapeative veideles, the oiocodile and thje tortcfise» Inside the 
sanctom, which is a plain square uhambec, stands a marble the 
symbol of Siva, the third member of the Hindu triadn Linga or phallic 
worship hae been practised in India, as in other parts of the world, from 
tune immemoxial, but when it came to be identafied with Siva is not 
hnown. The earliest Siva linga known dates from about the second 
oentuiy A.D. 

’ The outside wall of the aanetom wifhin the ambulatory passage has 
an elaborately mouldjed pimth decorated with two continuous rows of 
figures* The eight figoree in the lower row—nameLy, two at each of the 
four comers—portray the ^ht regente or preaiding deitiee of the caEdmal 
points (Hikp^aa). Starting in theeaa&and moving dock-wise, they 
are in suocessioii :—India (the god of the aerial region), Aguj (Firoj, 
Tama (Death), Naimta, Vanma, the ^ of die ocean, Vayu, the god of 
wind, Eubera, the god of riches, and laaaia. The pillared niohea in the 
middfo of the walls are reserved for otatuee of Etahjma, Tiahnu and jStiva 
under therr Various forms or mcarnaticne. 

The pimth of the temple on the ontside risea in a fflicoesaion of bold, 
deep mouldings snnil^ to those arormd the Banoimm The nine nichee 
at the central points oontain figures of Siva and his son Gteaeats the god 
of Luck and the seven Mother Goddesses the female 

counterparts of the principal Hindu deitiae. Above the phnth 

on the walls of the temple, are threie broad Wts of figures running round 
the sanctum and the transept* These %aj:es represent the prindpai 
Hindu gods and goddesses, the DCcpalas, and male and female serpent 
deities* There are ^so nmuerous rehe£$ of or nymphs in all soi^ 

of indfilicste posfearee, as if to tempt the flaoetice Seated hy^them. Above 
theea^ agaiu» are severai tiers of mouldings which in their tum are 
succeeded by further bands of acuipfcur^ and miniature apirtsa (^iifejWo) 
repeated again and again up to the summit of the spirs* This latter is 
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SQxnuiiiiited by a ribbedciroulai oriiajiieiit oarvied ia Imitation of tbe (Etux>n 
hmt {atmlxkci} from wMck it takes its and aboTio it is snotber and 
smaller onowiLed. by a vaee-aliaped pinnaole- {awnlaghdit or 

vessel of nectar). Orowning tbs comet liba of tke great spire tbere onoe 
stood free staading statnee, none of which have surviv^ The larger 
ifi pierced with vectaoal holes for the reoeptioD of hags. There 
are eaveral masons’ marks on the temple, inohding the word t?asa« 
meamng ' architrave*, which is out on the soffit of one of the architraves 
ulatory passage. The temple dates from 
To the immediate north of the Kandariya temple is a mined t^ple Masasevj, ~i 
of Mahadeva or Siva, whose Bgure is carved on the middle of the lintel : > 

above the entrance door to the &anctmm The sanctum i^elf pedshed, . . ., . i 

but the portico on the east side is Intact. ^ ^ 

This temple is situated fnither north, heyond the Mahadeva temple. Dhvi 
I t faces east and is planned like the Kandariya temple, save that the 
pT{jdak3hina passage around the sanctum and the mandapa are laddng. ' ^ ^ 

The temple was dedicated to Vishnu, whose image may be seen OYiear the . -; T ^ 

entrance to the sancbim. Inside the aancttun is an elaborate framework: 
of stone, which origmally oontained an. image of Viahnu: The lafct® has ’ 

gone and aai unfinished bnt^ ancient image of his oonsc^ the goddesa ' ^ 

Lalcshmi, has been substituted in its place. In igooranoe of its icual 
character, however, this image has been painted black and is now . if 

worelupped as Kah or Devi Jagadambi (the mother goddess of the V- 

world) after whom the tempts ie now called. 

beinpk is 73-3'^ long, eicluding the steps, and 4£''-I'' wide 
exfieTDany.'" ^ The oon of theptatfoim appear to have been oconpied ~ 

by subadiMy ahrines, but all of them have perished. The external ! ^ 

decorations closely resemble those of the Kandariya temple and am r ? it 

etpi^y sumplaions. Of the Dikpala figures, that of Tama wi the sontih . 

Hide of the eaz^um is remarkable for ife enprosaion; and the figure ^ 

of Siva, eight-handed and threa-headed, in the lower niohe on the west 
facade is worthy, of notice. -- 
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to aa octagon, whidb m its tan ia oon^mted into a series of 
d?TninishTng ciroies. The ontaide length, osDclnding the steps, and the 
bjeadth of the temidje aio respectavelj 74-9' and 51-9"', The temple ia 
dedn^ted to Soiya or the Sun-god said an image of this deifejj 5 feet 
in h^ght, wearing hi^ boots dri'ring in a ohariot of seYsn horses, 
ia enshrined in the aanotnm ; aj;id another image of the god ooom^e, in 
the nsn^ position, o^eer rile entranee, 

^ carvings on the ontaide a narrow recessed fri^ in the 
plinth repneeehts a pari^ of stone oarriens as wicU as etephant fights, 
piooeeaiona, hnnring aoenea and cUmces, - .Anoihea^ aonI|itnre of intereat 
is an eleven^headed image of Viahnn enshrined in the' esnecy, niche to the 
sooth of the sanckutn. The central head is of Vishnu himaslf, while the 
rsmaimng ten heads are symbolic of his ten inGS^narions. There are no 
inscriptions on the temple except some masons’ marks. 

Chopra is the name of a smali square tank with flights of steps on 
its four sides, situated about two hundred yards to the north'weet of the 
Chils^agupta T^pk. In the centre of the tank is a small pavilion 
supported on pillars whkh appears originally to have had four storeys. 
The two lower (mee l»ve alone survived and in a ruined oondirion. 
Hie stmetao waa presumably a temple, but ihere is nothing now left to 
determine its dedicaliom 

These two temples are the most noitharfy buildings of the east row 
of rierq^ee in the wectem group (Plate TOI). They stand feeing each 
other on a oommon terrace which is ascended by two flints of steps on 
the north and south sidea The southern stajjr is flanked by a pair of 
rie|)hant statues. The other staljr was also onoe adorned with a statue 
of a Uon on either aide. Happily, both of these statues have lately 
been reeovea^d from the debris at the foot of the steps. 
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i A OTHDEt TO E^U^jmtAHO 

IhnsPLt The ifaniii temple, 'which etands in front of the Etu^ temple facing 
^ H towards it, oontsains a highly polished oobe^ statue, 7'-r long and 

high, of the hnJl Nandi -who is the Vahait^t or vehicle and 
-f-- ohaoiherlain of the god Siva, and also ihe guardian of all quadrupeds. 

■ In plan, the temple is a square of twelve pillars with two-piUaxed 

. balconiee projecting on the north, east and south sides, and a portico 

: . ako earned on two pillars preceded by a flight of steps on the fourth 

= aide. The temple measures 31'-3^ in length excluding the steps, and 30'-9'^ 

^ width. It is of the same age as the Yisv ajrjiath a tA^iip b, 

P^vatl TsapLB. The Parvati temple is aitnated immediately to the south-west of the 

■ > Visvanatha tempie. Only the sanctum remains, hut as its lintel hears 

^ ^ fs^hee a figure of Vishnu, it is evident that the temple must have 
dedicated to a Vaishnava deity, probably to Vishnu hunselE. The 
V image at pneemt worshipped in ^e shone is one of Lakshmi and the 

name ' Paarvafe temple', by which it is now known to the viliagers, is in 
^ any oaae a mianoiiner. 

^ Another t^ple ori^bally eoujaeciated to Vishnu is the Laksh- 
^ manji-ka-man^. It is similar in pian and aimoet exactly of the same 

^ ^ M the triple of Viavanatha, being tie'm letigfh and 45'-r in 

width. Of the five suhordinafce shrines attached to it, four are placed, 
the'oomera of the terrace, and the fifth, dedicated to . 
P«JTida, the budr-vehiole of Viahnti, in feoat of the temple. figure' 
" cl Gaiuda, hcweveec, has disappeared and the ehime is ticw called the 

lAkflhmaoa temple b promment among the Khajuraho 
ten^Iee, for the boldness of its outiine and the. relatively high 
^W - ■ ‘ qualily of ife rehefa, some of which will he referred to auom The 
^ “ ^titianoe to the temple b decorated with an elegant tonmar the 

.; ; ^ ceiling of the mowdsp^ or nave is relieved with ingeuiona devices of 

; V coffered circlee. la keeping with its Vaishnava character, 

the lintel over the entrance to the sanctum bears a figure of Lakehmi, 
the consort of Vishnu, in its centre with figures of Brahma and Siva 



WESTE(EN GROUP OP TEMPliRS 


15 


to right and left, Abovie the lintel ia a Mez© catved with 
%nrea of the Navagraha, the nine pknete, and on the jambe are 
reliefs illuatra'tszig the churning of the ocean by the goda and the 
demons, the inoamationB of Yiahnii, such as Vamana or the dw^, 
Varaha or the boar, Ifatsaya or the fish, Paraaurama, Narasiinha” 
etc., and fine ecroU worh intermingled with figure* of birds, asoeticsi 
and the like. Inside the sanctum is a fonr-anned and three-headed 
figure of Yishnu, 4-1^' in height, standing in a sumptuously oarved 
^ora^M^ frame. The middle head of the deiiy ia human; the mde ones are 
those of the lioHj and boar (f^araeimha and araha) ^rt'^ w matii^ TTA. 

Poztnnately the history of this statue, as well as of the temple in 
which it is enshrined is recorded in an maonptiou, said to havebeen found 
when the temple was being repaired by Maharaja Pratap Singh of 
Chhatarpur some time after the year 1843. This inaoription is now 
lying in the mandapa. It opens, as might be ejected, with an 
invocation to Bhagavat Vaaudeva or Knshna, which is followed, aa in 
the Chandel inscriptions referred to above, hy the genealogy oi the 
famify down to Dhaijga. We are then told that king TaeovamiAn, 
otherwise known as Lakahavarman, fether cf Bhanga, built at Khaiuiahc 
a temple of Vishnu in whkh he mstalled an image, doubtl^ this 
one, whicli he had-obtained feom Mng Bevapala of hCananj, the 
suoceasor of Snhitipala or Mahipala, who had been defeated by 
Tasovarman a father, HarshadeYS. The inscription was recorded in 
the reign of Dhanga in Vikrama flamvat 1011 (A.D. 954). It is not 
improbable ^ the present local name of tilie temple may be 
derived from the'&eKJoiid name, Lakshavarman, of the founder. 

On the outside of the temple are the usual rehefs—multitodee of 
gods and demigods, scenes of devotion and hunting, dances, wreetirng 
match^ elqihant fights and processioEB of waniots. Of the sculptures 
on the emaliex ahtihea at the comers of the terrace one deserves 
special mention. It oocurs on the east face of the flhri ne at the 
aouth-eaat comof, and portiays a teacher surrounded by a class of 
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pupils- TheM is also a abort pilgrim's raoopd of inteioet on the north 
fsoo oi the north-TTeot pilW of the portioo of the same temple* It is 
dated in Samvat 1161 (A.D.lIiH), 150 ^ears after the erection of Ihe 
temple. 

The platform on which the temple standby has survived in good 
Gonditionj thongh the stone benohes along its edges have mostly 
perished. The various monldlngs and eoulptnr^ friezes with which it b 
dacorated resemble those on the plinth of temple itself. The subjects 
delineated are pToceeaionfl of elf^hanta^ horasiSf fi^biing sceaea and lines 
of soldiers armed with bows^ anowB, swords, shields, speaie and daggers, 
preceded by their officers who ride on horseback and wear long b^ts. 
Anothflff Tehef represents the god Revanta, the son of Smya or the 
Sun, nding a horse with aai tunbrella held over his head by an 
attendant, Bfo’ifl engaged in his favourite apoxti boar hontong. 

This is a plain, square temple sitnated close to the south of the 
T ^ Jr ^ m ana temple. It is 2^| feet square inside and 35 feet square 
outside with wizulows on three aides and a projecting portico 
with a flight of steps on the east, in which duectiou the temple 
faoefl. The eirmilar ceiliELg, which is formed of concentric rijogs 
overlapping e^ other, rests on an octagon, which is supported on 
four pairs of pillars, placed one in each of the four opemngs. The four 
piCaj^in’^e oomeraaf ^ihe temple formed no part of the joriginal 
de$i^, having been inserted at^a later date to support some craohjed 
Hntels of the oehing. The whole of the mner floor of the sanctum is 
oocT^^ by a large Yoni, 20^-4' in diameter and 4'-5' in height, in which 
ia a highly pohahed ooloasaJ stone 3'-&' in diameter and 8''-4'^ 
m height. On the body of the lis^g^ are two Feisian and several 
Nagan epigraphs written in indelible ink. ^ 

* ..The temple of Sdatangeevara is held in ecpecial veneration by the 
family of Hifl H^tww s the Maharaja as well as by the publie at lajige 
and is n^garded as the hciicet otf all the Khajniaho temples** There is 
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no reooM to show the date of its eieefion but it appears to have been 
built in the 11th oentniy A.D, 

This is a small open temple of fourteen pillars situated in ^ont of VAEAni, 
the Matangesvara temple and dedicated to Varaha, the third or Boar 
incarnation pi rishnn. Aocording to Sanskrit texta, an insolent demon 
named HiranTaksha, bad seised ^e earth and carried it to the 
depths of the ocean. Thereon Viahnu took the form of a boar, killed 
the demon and lifted up the earth. This temple is an obloi^ chambar 
20-6 in length and 16 ft. in widthj with a portico of two pillars on ifa 
west side, and is placed on a high plinth. The pillars have no baaw 
but rest on stone benches which run abng the interior on all four rides. 

The roof of the teonple is constructed of stepped horizontal courses like 
that of the ^tangesvara temple, while the criling is compceed of 
concentric rectangles of plain stones, the contracted opemng at the 
top being closed by a of riaba carved with a full blown lotua. 

The colossal statue of the boar, which standla on a low pede^fial in 
the middle of the temple, m^ames in length and in bright, 
and is carved out of a single block of atone (Plate TIU). like a rimilar 
statoe a* Eran, near Saugcr, the boar is ooveaced all o™ the body^ ^ 

b^, and legs with a multiphrity of * figume' df Hindu gods ' 

and goddceses, inriuding Brahma, Vishnu, Sva, Sarauvati, 

Ganga; Nagadevaa,^ Gandhairvas; Dikpalaa; and the^NavagtaliA'^ 

Kme Placets. The figure of the earth goddess, ' Prithivi, whom the 
deity bad raised from the ocean with his left tooth^ is broken oft, but 
traces cd her fee* stiUrecaain on the pedestal On the pedestal beneath 
the boar - ^ the remi^ of a l<mg and' rinuous' fig^ of a eerp^t 
deity (Na^)^ in a devotional attitude, ^ v . 

This is rituated immediately to the south of the Matangcsvara jiUDuTB 
tomple and is called after Mr, W- E, Jaidine, fonaerly Politioal Agent 
in Bundrikhand, It wag built in I'ftlO and containji many hundreds 
of acnlptoree and other carved stones from round about- KhaiuTaho 
sad its nri^bourbood. Sc^e typical specimens of these scutptuxes 
are i^nrodsoed on Plates XI, XU «id TTT T, 
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The Ea^texn group of temples is situst^ in close proximity to 
the vilkge of Khs^ur&ho. It eompriaes three Br&hmnniesl or Hindu 
and three large JTaina temples, the Ghantai temple, the temple of 
Adinfliha and that of Parsvanatha, The Hmdu temples are those of 



Brahma, Tamana and^Javari. . , . 

Ooto^sii. Btatus This statue is enshrined in a modem temple atnated abont hall 
OF Hakdicaw. between the Western gronp of tempiea and E3iajnraho village* The 

4 .;^ ^ Monk^ God, Hannman, ako known as Manrti or the son of the Wind 

- ’ God, piayod an xmpodiant part in the great war waged by Rama against 

: Lanka bo ^eooves bis wife Hta, who hii bl™ treadheronaly carried ofi 

- . ' by Ravaiia, the king of that island. In Northed India the ouJt of 

;;V : ; Hannman is especially popular. The image/ new covered with lead 

' and jAi, is of the nsnal type but is Intereathig on account of a short 
.' - dedicatory insenption cut on its pedestal, which is dated in the year 

316 of the Haraha exa, (922 AJD.) and is the oldest of the known 
’ mficrfpfiona at Kbajuraho- 

BajmtA Tjemti*. -- "Thia temple ooenpies a hne positioii on the hank of the Ehsjtnaho 

The nMne, Brahma temple, byv whioh it is now looaUy known, 

. ifl>' howe™:, jaroneoufl. The feur^faDed (o&otarnMtiblo) hnage fndde the 

^ sanctum is definr^y a Biva4i«^ whkkhashes misteken the loeal 

g?/' i ■ w<OTh4>peiufer an image of Brafana, wio also has four faces. This image 

with its pedestal is in its original position and is undoubtedly the image 
installed in the temple. It is true that the oenfa^al poeations on the 
m?:/ ‘ lintels of the aanotum and west window we occupied by figuiea of Tiflhnm 

" V But the stone of which the doors are made, is dif&esent from that 

‘ - employed m the rest of the temple, and these can be IrttJe doubt that 

they were brought here from some other temple. 

<; The temple oraisisted oiigmally of a saiictcm and a pOTtico, the latter 

- of which has now disappeared. On timeo sides of the sanctum we 
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pToj^iiODjSj the window? of wMoh tLr& fitted with tbidi:: stone larttaoss of 
varying pattems, of a typo raidy found in the temples of Khajuxaho^ 
This is one of the few tempiee also oonsbruoted of both granite and 
sandstone. To fudge from this and the other features mentioned 
above, its oonatnaotion is to he aadgned to the Utte half of the 9th or 
the earlier half of the 10th century A.T>. 



The temple known as Vamwia, or the dwarf ineamation of YislmUi is Tjem?l*, 

situated about a furlong to the north-east of the so-oaUed Brahma temple* 

It stands on an exceptionally high platform and is dmilar in plan to the 
temples of Devi Jagadambi and Chitrsgupta, but more massively built 
than either. The spire of the sanctum is of the usual form save that there 
are no miniature spires oluatored round it. The temple measures 32''-9* in 
length and in breadth. Inside the sanctum is an mtexesting image 
of Vamana, 4^-8' in hdght, with figiirea of the incarnations of VrdxiuT 
carved on its framework, among them Biulha in the bhtiftmpar^cMmtdra 
or ^ earth-touching ^ posture. Thexe are only two bands of reliefs on the 
external wads of the temple i^ureeenting Hindu gods and goddeeseS} 
oo^piettish females and. dragons* ' The more important groups in the 
niches of Uia upper row round the sanctum portmy Brahma with his 
consort on the south, .the mamage of Haia and Glanri on the we^ and 
Vishnu with his oonscxt on the north. The oorreepondiug nidhee in. the 
lower row contain images of VatahSj Naxaainiha and Vamana. 

To the north and east of the Vamana temple are several mounds Yi.rTn Mabk. ■ 
ma-rlrin^ the Sites of sncieut temples. One of these is a Vuahnava temple 
Irrw vm aa BjUaia Mark It is sikiated about { mUe to the ea^ of the 
Vamazxa temple^ and on the lefti aide of the ha6hch£t road to Ghihrai. It ^ 

is a mere remnant, oomprunng no more than the entrance to the eauotum 
and the fohr pillars of the transept. A chiselled sketch of a snake on the 
bench inside the east oriel window memts pasaing noiioe* ^ 

Thlfl email but well proportioned tempb lies in the midat of the fieldfl TxawA 

close to the uodh-eaat of the village of Eha juraho and is dedioated to 
- YishnUj whose four-armed image is enshrined in the Banctum. The 
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temple comprises an ardJiamcMdapaf a mahtmarndapa and a ga^hhagriha 
or saactuxn; and maasmea SO fL in lengrii by 21^-4"' in breadths Its 
carvings are as ricb as on the larger templesj and thd three Tibiquitous 
bands ontaide the sanctum here as eJsewhere portray the DUtpaks, 
Gandharvas, jSlarttikeya, TakflbTni and other gods and goddesses. 
The temple appears to date from the 10th centray A*D* 

The three Jaina temple® to which allusion has already been made are 
situated to the south-east oi the village. Of these the Ghantai temple is 
so named from the beds suspended on ohaina which adorn the piliars of 
its portico. The plan of the temple is shnilar to that of the Parsvanatha 
temple and originally consisted of a portico (oidtanowic^), a transept 
(maAomondopa), &n ant&ohamber and a garbhagriha or 

sanokum All tour chambecs wesre encompassed by a common ambulatory, 
the outer wall of which has vanished. The pillars of the portico are 
gracefully decorated with bands of oonvenrionalmed homed heads 
(J&tk^tnuij:ha) or * facies of glory * and intetlaoed eemi-oirolcs containing 
hgures of ascetics^ gandharvas and the like. The cohered ceiling, a part 
of which has disappeared, is bordered by rows of panels depicting groups 
of mnsicians danoing and playing on many kindB of instroments. 

When General Ounnmghaia first visited this temple he inferred that 
it was Buddhist, since he fonnd lying outmd© it a large seated figure of 
Buddha with the Buddhist creed inscribed on its pedestal. Later on, 
however, he abandoned tbii opinion as the olcaranoe of the interior 
of the temple yielded as many as eleven seated or standing statues of the 
Jaina Tirtbankarae and. two of their Yakshis. The former are all naked, 
thus showing that the temple belonged to the Digambara or ' aky-olad ' 
soot of the Jainss, as distinguished from the Svetambara or 
^whibe-olad^ sect. Above the entrance to the temple is an image of an 
eight-armed Jaina goddess riding on Garuda and holding various 
weapons and at each end of the lintel a fignre of a Tirthankara, The 
nine figures in the intervening space on the left are the Nine Planets 
(Navagraha). What the eight animal-headed figures on the opposite 
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side represent, is not clear. The frieze above the lintel displays the 
elephant, bull, lion, Lakshmi, garland and other auspicious objects irhioh 
the mother of Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, saw in a dream at 
the time of his conception. 

The Adlnatha and Parsvanatha temples are situated within a modem Adinatha 
enclosure south-east of the Ghantai temple. The enclosure also contains 
several modem temples as well as a number of ancient sculptures 
representing Jaina Tirthankaras with their reepeotive symbols, built into 
its walls. Many of these sculptures bear short-dated inscriptions. One 
of them, which is built into the wall of the courtyard of the Santinatha 
temple, depicts a divine couple with their twin children seated under a 
tree. (Plate XIII, fig. a.) 

The Adinatha temple is smaller than the Parsvanatha and stands 
immediately to the north of it. It consists of only three chambers 
of which the portico or ardAomandapa, is a modem accretion. 

Over the entrance to the sanctum is a four-armed figure of a Jaina goddess 
with other goddesses to her right and left. The Tirthankara image 
which was once worshipped inside the sanctum has disappeared and it is 
difficult to say to which of the twenty-four patriarchs the temple was 
consecrated. On the outside, the sanctum is decorated with the usual 
three bands of seated and standing images including the Dikpalas wh^ 
occupy positions at the comers. The figures in the pillared niches represent 
the principal Jaina goddesses holding weapons and other objects such 
astheshield, trident,sword, goad, flag, noose, arrow, bow, jug, etc., and 
riding on their respective txiAonos or vehicles, the horee, deer, 
crocodile, tortoise, lion, eagle, etc. The roof of the temple is in perfect 
preservation. The base of the spire over the antarala is enriched by a 
belt of pillared niches surmounted by chatiya arch pediments containing 
hirtimukhas, crocodiles’ heads and other devices. There are other • 
statues of lions and elephants on the top and stepped sides oi the 
pediments. 

This is the largest of the Jaina temples now surviving at Khajuraho. Pabsvamatka 
I t is an oblong structure, 68'-2* long by wide ertemally. It faces Temple. 



22 


A OUn>B TO KHAJURAHO 


east and unlike other temples at this place has an additional little shrine 
attached to the back of the sanctum. This shrine was originally preceded 
by a portico supported on the pillars, which is no longer extant. 
Internally, the temple consists of three chambers, namely, a 
rnahamandapa, an antaraJa and a garbhagriha. As in the Qhantai 
temple, all the three chambers are surrounded by a common ambulatory 
passage, encompassed on all sides by a solid masonry wall with pilasters 
on the inside, to support the oeiling. In this temple there are no 
open balconies, and the only means of lighting the passage is by small 
pierced windows on the north, east and south sides. The portico has 
an elegantly designed reoeseed oeiling, from the oentre of which hangs a 
pendant decorated with chain and floral patterns and tenninating in 
a pair of intertwined flying human figures. Above the entrance to the 
temple is a ten^armed Jaina godded holding various arms and weapons 
and riding on a ganida. Two other goddesses, riding “respectively on 
a goose and a peacock, are carved at the ends of the linteL;. In the 
same position above the entrance to the sanctum are seated and 
standing Jainas, while inside against rile ret^ widl of the oella is a laj^e 
image frame set up bn an ornamental throne. The frame is enriched 
with images of Parsvanatha, and other Tirthankaras, India, elephants 
holding up water jugs, and the like. From the figure of a bull carved 
in front of the throne it may be surmised that the ouH inoAge was a 
figure of the first Tirthankaia Yrishabhanatha or Adinatha. \ThiBima^ 
has now disappeared, and its place is occupied by a modem stone image 
of Parsvanariia, which was installed in 1860 . 

The three belts of sculptures on the outside of the sanctum 
portray, besides various goddesses, the r^ents of the quarters and 
other demi-gods, women at their toilet, applying antimony to their 
eyes, adorning their hiur, looking into mirrors, putting on ornaments 
and writing letters. Another interesting scene to the left of the central 
niche oh the north side exhibits a small figure apparently extracting 
a thorn from a woman’s foot. The bag which the little surgeon carries 


EASTEBN aSOUP OF TBlfPLSS 


23 


IB, presumably meant for his instrumente. The bays between the 
■ pilasters in the outer wall of the passage were all occupied by large 
inoiages of Tirthankaras on pedestals, only three of which are now in 
position. The decorations of the massive wall which sunbunds the 
whole of the temple consist of bold deep mouldings on the plinth and, 
above them, tiers of statues of Jaina Tirthankaras, Hindu gods 
including Brahma, Vishnu and Siva with or without their consorte, 
Balarama and regents of the quarters. The inclusion of purely 
Brahmanical figures in the ornamentation of a Jaina temple is 
noteworthy. 

There is no record belonging to this temple to teU us the date of its 
foundation. On the left jamb of the entrance, however, there is a short 
Nagari inscription of eleven lines which is dated on Monday, the 7th of 
the bright fortnight of Vaisakha in (Vikrama) Samvat 1711 (A.D. 1664), 
and records the homage of a certain votary of the Jina, presumably the 
Tirthanksira Vnshabhanatha, to whom this temple was most probably 
dedicated. The name of the votary was Pahila. Then follows a list of 
seven gardens or enolosuree {vatxka) which were presumably donated by 
the sidd Pahila for the maintenance of the temple, and a prayer that the 
gift may continue to be honoured by his successors. The inscrq)tion also 
mentions a certain Maharajaguru, named Sti-Vasavachamdra. General 
Cunningham read the date of this epigraph as Samvat 1011 (A.D. 964), 
and assigned the erection of the temple to about the ninth century. 

The temple must, however, be some 200 years later. The right ha^ 

V’ jamb of the entrance is inscribed with several pilgrims’ records of no 
histonoal value. There is also a magic square of 16 figures disposed 
in such a way that each column gives a total of 34 whether it is read 
horizontally, perpendicularly or diagonally. 

C^ose to the south of the Parsvanatha temple there is a modem Surmr 
temple known as the temple of Santinatha. It contains a standing 
colossal image 14' high, of a Jaina Tirthankara which is proclaimed 
by the bull carved on the pedestal to be Vrishabhanatha (Adinatha). 
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General Conningliam motions the existence on the pedestal of a short 
dedicatory inscription which was dated in Samvat 1065 (A.D. 1028) 
and designates the statue as * Setnath \ The epigraph is, however, 
now hidden under plaster and it is impossible to say if it w^ oocreotly 
deciphered. So much seems certain that the colossus still occupies its 
original position. 


SOUTHERN GROUR OF TEMlPLES. 


The Southern group of temples compriaoa the Duiadeo and the 
Chaturbhti]a or Jatkari templefl. 

The Duladeo temple ia situated due south of the Ghantai temple. 
Some people call it the Nilakautha temple. The lattetj however, stood 
to the north of the Duladeo temple and its position is still marked hy a 
heap of large loose boulders* The temple of Duladeo is one of the finest 
of the temples at Khaiuraho. The origin of the name * Duladeo * is not 
known, but people relate a fanciful story about it. A marriage party waa 
passing by the temple. The bridegroom suddenly fell down and died 
and became a deva or god. The temple thus received the name of Duladeo 
or the holy brid^oom* The Siva image now' worshipped in this temple 
was brought over from another ruined fane, but that the Duladeo temple 
was originally dedicated to the Siva cult is placed beyond doubt by a 
figure of Siva carved in the centre of the lintel over the entrance to the 
sanctum. 

The temple measures 69'-2’x40'-3* externally and conskte of the 
usual five chambers* There is* however, no ambulatory passage and the 
ceiling of the transept or Tmhamaruhpa is difierently arranged from that 
of any other temple, being formed of successively HiminiAhiT^ g circles 
of overlapping stones. The coneeivation of this temple was a very 
complex and difficult task ; for the spire over the sanctum was in a 
precarious condition, the masonry facing on all four sides having 
whoUy disappeared and the outside walls and roof of the 
or transept being much decayed. The ardhamandapa also had falleii 
forward and parted from the mass behind it, with the result that all 
the four faces of the spire had to be refaced with new stone and 
extensive measures undertaken for the preservation of the trtcAam^wida^ 
and the arddiamandapa. 
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There is no inscription on the temple but the word Yasala, 
probably a mason's name, is repeated several times on the walls and 
other parte of the temple in Na^ari charaotere of about the iOth 
century A.D. 

This temple is situated about three furlongs to the south of the 
Jatkari village, and faces west. It is dedicated to Vishnu and a colossal 
image of thifl deity, 0 feet in height, is enshrined in the sanctum. The 
image is four-armed (chaiurbhuja) and exquisitely decorated with a 
crown and other omaments. The lower bands of the image are broken ; 
the upper right hand is raised in benediction (<tlhayar^ttdra), and bears 
a oimular mark, on the palm. The left hand holds the atalk of a Jotue 
and a Veda or other sacred book tied with a string. In plan, the 
temple is similar to that of the Adinatha, consisting of only a 
garbhi^ia, a wmAomowtopa with oriel bay windows on its north and 
south, and an nriihumoftdojja or portioo. The outside of the sanctum 
is deaerated with the same three rows of sculptures representing Hindu 
gods and goddesses as have been noted above in connection with 
the other large temples of Khajuraho. The principal figure of the 
muh^e row on the north is a lion-headed female, perhaps the energy 
of the man-lion iuoamation of Vishnu; on the east is a four-armed 
statue of Siva seated on Ms bull and holding his trident (irijuJa) and 
a snake j and on the south, a half male and half female 
representation of Siva, The spire, which surmounted the sanctum, 
is missing. The temple was extensively repaired during the years 
1921 tol92S, 
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I'LATK VI. 



Kaudariya Teiiiplt*; detaila the north-eant fac-ade <>f the aaiictum. 





I'lATK VJI. 



KiULilariya Tcmph'; Cfiliiijd; <p| tJif .Maialajpa, 
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I’l^TK XI. 



{b) Liut<'l f‘ho\vin>i the churning of the ocean, wiine »if the aratarmt and the Cow Sunihhi. 
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